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Card” to all registered voters house-
holds in Detroit. To remind those who 
may be eligible to vote by absentee and 
wish to be included in our permanent 
Absentee Voter List, to complete and 
return “Permanent Absentee Voter  
Application Request Card” and to in-
form voters of their correct voting  
precinct and district. 
l Detroit’s five hundred twenty nine 
(529) voting precincts and their loca-
tions will be published in the Detroit 
News and Free Press, prior to both the 
August Primary and November 4th 
General Election.  
l There will be a traffic/line control 
inspector assigned to each of our  
polling locations to ensure that lines  
are flowing smoothly and that voters 
are in their correct precincts. 

Remember long lines and large voter turn-
out are good things, however, we do not 
want you to spend the entire day standing 
in line, so, lets be prepared Detroit, bring 
your photo identification, your patience 
and know your candidates. 

 
As Chief Elections Officer, a large voter 
turnout in all elections is not only desirable 
but a major goal.  Long lines at the polls 
means our citizens are “speaking” and  
insisting that their voices are heard!   
Because of the historic nature of the forth-
coming November 4th General Election,  
we are projecting and preparing for a  
heavier than usual voter turn-out which 
means longer lines at the polls!  Longer 
lines and faster service is what you should 
and can expect at the polls.  However, we 
want to ensure that your experience in all 
of our polling places is a good one, and to 
that end, we have made the following 
preparations: 

l Purchased two thousand (2000)  
additional voting booths to eliminate 
the waiting time to use a voting booth 
after a ballot is issued. 
l Implemented an Electronic Poll Book 
System in all polling locations to con-
firm that each registered voter is in the 
correct polling place, district and pre-
cinct. If the voter is in the wrong pre-
cinct or location, the system will assist 
us in locating where he/she is assigned 
to vote so the voter can be directed  
accordingly. 
l Mailed an informational pamphlet 
that includes a return “Permanent  
Absentee Voter Application Request 
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l Successfully  
implemented 

 two voting systems  
(M-100 Ballot  
Tabulator and  
Automark) in 

 6 months 
 

l One of the first  
major cities to 

 release 100% election  
results in one day 

 

l “Cleaned-up”  
and maintain an  

accurate voter file  
to ensure integrity  

and efficiency 
 

l Implemented a uniform  
policy in all Detroit  

voting precincts 
 

l Partnered with Wayne 
County Community 
 College to train all  
Election Day staff 

 

l Organized candidate/
issues forums in an  
effort to educate and 

 inform voters 
 

l Currently implementing  
and maintaining a  

permanent A.V.  
mailing list 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Q. What is a  
write-in candidate? 
 

A. A person running as a write-in 
candidate must file a Declaration 
of Intent to be a write-in candi-
date with the filing official for that 
elective office on or before 4:00 
P.M. on the second Friday before 
the election (July 25, 2008).  

Q What are the requirements 
for becoming a write-in  
candidate? 
 

A. Prospective write-in candi-
dates for an elective office must 
visit the Secretary of State, 
County or the City Clerk’s Office 
to complete a Declaration of In-
tent Affidavit to qualify as an  
official write-in candidate before 
4:00 P.M., July 25, 2008 (precinct 
delegates are allowed to file until 
8:00 P.M. on election day). A list 
containing names of all official 
write-in candidates are made 
available to all voting precincts to 
be used during tallying of write-in 
votes after the polls are closed. 
 

Q. Does the ballot tabulating 
machine count the write-in 
votes? 
 

A.  Yes! Write-in votes are tabu-
lated. However, the machines 
only tabulate votes for the write-
in field on the ballot. The ma-
chine cannot determine valid or 
invalid write-in votes on a ballot. 

As a result, ballots with write-in 
votes are placed in a different bal-
lot bin for precinct workers to 
manually inspect and tally official 
write-in votes after the polls are 
closed. 
Q. How are valid and invalid 
write-in votes distinguished? 
 

A. Valid write-in votes are votes 
for those candidates who filed a 
Declaration of Intent Affidavit 
prior to the filing deadline.  
Invalid write-in votes are votes 
for someone who did not file a 
Declaration of Intent Affidavit. 
Votes cast for this individual are 
considered invalid and will not  
be tallied.  

 
 
 

Bring  
Your Photo 

Identification 
And  
Your  

Patience! 
 
 
 

Edwin Ukegbu 
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The New Michigan Election Law 
mandates all registered voters to 
present a valid photo identification 
or complete an “Affidavit of  Voter 
Not in Possession of  Picture Identi-
fication” before a ballot can be  
issued by Election Day workers. I 
want to insure that registered voters 
in Detroit are fully prepared as they 
head to the polls on Election Day, 
August 5, 2008. 
As your City Clerk, my ultimate 
concern is to protect your right to 
vote, educate you on the process 
and ensure a positive voting experi-
ence. Therefore, when you arrive to 
your polling location, we want you 
to be prepared by presenting valid 
photo identification. 
If  you do not have a valid photo 
identification, just complete the af-
fidavit on the reverse side of  your 
voter application and a regular bal-
lot will be issued to you. Vote your 
ballot accordingly and insert it into 
the tabulator as directed.  
Completing an “Affidavit of  Voter 
Not in Possession of  Picture Identi-
fication” does not result in voting a 
provisional ballot. Upon comple-
tion, you will receive a regular 
ballot to vote. I encourage Detroit 
voters to be prepared prior to Elec-
tion Day and arrive to the polls 
ready to vote.  
 
 
 

 

Below is a list of  accepted forms 
of  photo identification: 
l Michigan driver’s license or a 
 Michigan personal identification card 
(this does not have to be current) 
 
Voters who do not possess either 
document may show any of the fol-
lowing as long as they are current: 
l Driver’s license or personal identifi-
cation card issued by another state 
l Federal or state government issued 
photo identification 
l U.S. Passport 
l Military identification card with 
photo 
l Current student identification card 
with photo from a high school or an 
accredited institution of higher educa-
tion 
l Tribal identification with photo 

 
If  you have any questions  

concerning the new   
Michigan Voter ID Law,  

contact us at:  
(313) 876-0190  

or  
Michigan Department of  State  

Bureau of  Elections  
at 

 (517) 373-2540 
 

 

LET’S BE  
PREPARED! 

Janice M. Winfrey, City Clerk 
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l  Providing postage  
for the return of  
absentee ballots 

 

l Created an Archives 
and Record Management 
Office for the archiving  

of city records 
 

l Annual Pollworker  
Appreciation Picnic 

 

l Implemented the elec-
tronic pollbook system 
for use at the precincts 

on Election Day 
 

l Launched the new  
Pollworker on-line  
training program 

 

l Implemented a new  
Call Center to dispatch 
 stand-by Pollworkers  

on election day 
 

l Added additional voting 
booths to high volume  
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the City Clerk’s  
Office 
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Write-in Candidates: 
A write-in candidate is a prospective candidate whose name may not appear on the ballot as a result 
of  missing the filing deadline. The prospective candidate may file to become an authorized write-in 
candidate; meaning that voters who wish to vote for this candidate must write in his/her name on 
the write-in line provided on the ballot and also fill-in the oval beside the write-in line. 

To Cast A Write-In Vote: 
1. Select the authorized write-in candidate(s) for whom you wish to vote. 

2. Write the candidate’s name in the space provided. 

3. Shade the oval to the right of  the candidate’s name. 

  

 

                 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  Page 5 



Page 4 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  

Write-in Candidates: 
A write-in candidate is a prospective candidate whose name may not appear on the ballot as a result 
of  missing the filing deadline. The prospective candidate may file to become an authorized write-in 
candidate; meaning that voters who wish to vote for this candidate must write in his/her name on 
the write-in line provided on the ballot and also fill-in the oval beside the write-in line. 

To Cast A Write-In Vote: 
1. Select the authorized write-in candidate(s) for whom you wish to vote. 

2. Write the candidate’s name in the space provided. 

3. Shade the oval to the right of  the candidate’s name. 

  

 

                 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  Page 5 



Page 6 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page 7  



Page 6 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page 7  



Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Page 8 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page 9  



Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Page 8 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page 9  



Page10  Vo lume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page  Page 11  



Page10  Vo lume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008 Volume 2– Issue 6– Summer  2008                 Page  Page 11  



 

 
U.S. Postage  

Paid  
Car-Rt. Sort 
Permit 2003 
Detroit, MI  

TO 

Daniel A. Baxter, Director of Elections 

 

 

On Tuesday, August 5, 
2008, a State-Wide Primary 
will be held in Michigan for 
the purpose of nominating 
candidates for Federal, 
State and Local offices. 
The above political compo-
sition chart provides you 
with the district numbers of 
your representatives in the 
United States Congress, 
State Senate, State House of 
Representative and County 
Commission.  

 Also featured are your dis-
trict/precinct and voting 
location. Use this informa-
tion with the sample ballot 
to determine which candi-
date(s) you will vote for in 
the Primary. 
When going to vote on 
Election Day, be prepared 
to show an acceptable form 
of photo ID. If you do not 
have photo ID, you must 
fill out and sign an 
"Affidavit of Voter Not In 
Possession of Picture Iden-
tification." 
Do not split your ticket. If 
you vote in more than one 
partisan section of the bal-
lot, the partisan portion of 
the ballot will be rejected. 

 

You must vote at the poll-
ing location that serves your 
registration address. Michi-
gan Election Law mandates 
that the address on your 
driver's license or state 
identification card must 
match your voter registra-
tion address.  

If you go to the wrong poll-
ing precinct and ask for a 
ballot, you will be given a 
provisional ballot.  
The provisional ballot will 
not be counted if, after the 
election, it is confirmed that 
you are registered in a dif-
ferent precinct. 

 

Do Not  
Split Your Ticket! 

If you have questions re-
garding the August 5th Pri-
mary please feel free to 
contact the Department of 
Elections at (313) 876-0190. 
Study your sample ballot 
and the voting instructions 
before Election Day and 
you will be properly 
equipped to vote. 
Polls open at 7:00 a.m. and 
close at 8:00 p.m. Anyone 
in line before the polls close 
will be allowed to vote. 

 

Polls Open 
 7AM 

Close 8PM 
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